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Rio Hondo Watershed Management Plan  
 

Regional Projects Subcommittee 
Meeting Summary 

 
October 2, 2003 DRAFT 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, Alhambra 

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Attendees: 
John Alderson, City of San Marino 
Douglas Benash, City of Monrovia 
Jeff Yann, Upper San Gabriel Municipal Water District 
Nancy Matsumoto, Water Replenishment District 
Bruce Mowry, Water Replenishment District 
Cathie Chavez, Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
Mickey Chaudhuri, LA County Department of Public Works (DPW) 
Phyllis Traböld, US Army Corps of Engineers 
Jim Donovan, National Park Service Rivers Trails & Conservation Assistance Program 
Erik Fonseca, Congresswoman Hilda Solis 
Chi Mui, Senator Gloria Romero 
Mark Sillings, Moore Iacofano Goltsman, Inc. 
Eileen Takata, Moore Iacofano Goltsman, Inc. 
 
I. Introductions & Purpose of Meeting 
Mark Sillings gave an overview of the meeting which was to review issues and 
opportunities within three key regional project areas. 
 
II. Overview of Regional Opportunities 
The three regional project areas include: 

(1) Peck Road Water Conservation Park 
(2) Whittier Narrows Area 
(3) Rio Hondo Spreading Grounds 

 
Key Issues 
There were several overarching key issues that were expressed at the opening of the 
meeting. Coordination among groups was a key message, as conflicting issues need to 
be addressed. An interest in continuing meeting regularly was expressed. There was a 
definite interest in the formation of site-specific subcommittee’s to address concerns at a 
local level. One planning approach was to examine the watershed in subwatershed 
regions. A model BMP to filter out trash was proposed by Monrovia. 
 
• Need coordination by stakeholders – agencies, non-profits – to achieve goals 
• Flexibility by Regional Board to allow water movement through different jurisdictions 
• Groundwater recharge is in conflict with other interests 
• On-going structure to meet & coordinate (Project Advisory Committee, watershed 

council or projects subcommittee) is necessary 
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• Need structure – perhaps a semi-annual watershed stakeholder meeting 
• Integrate efforts at project area 
• Site specific – need to address jurisdictional constraints 
• Make recommendations on who participants of these committee’s 
• Spin-off group to meet regarding Whittier Narrows  
• Example of watershed planning approach – Ballona Creek Watershed is broken up 

into subwatersheds 
• Identify potential projects per subwatershed 
• Monrovia et al is proposing to install a trash capture Best Management Practice 

(BMP) at end of Santa Anita and/or Sawpit Washes 
o EPA funded 
o Adjacent to channel 
o Series of bar grates, ¼” capture floatables & other trash 
o Requires only about 15’ of space 
o Storm water is diverted through BMP, comes out cleaner 

 
 
III. Program Elements Identification 
 
Each of the three project areas are actually multiple projects in one area, ranging from 
simple entry improvements to trail loops to habitat and stream restoration projects. This 
meeting was an opportunity to examine both issues and opportunities at each site. Many 
exciting opportunities were   During the course of the meeting, it became apparent that 
continued discussions would need to occur for each of these project areas. There are 
conflicts that will take additional discussion for resolution to occur such as the need for 
habitat & trails versus the need to created a water conservation pool behind the Whittier 
Dam.  
 
1. PECK ROAD WATER CONSERVATION PARK 
 
Located in unincorporated Los Angeles County, Peck Road Water Conservation Park is 
nested between Monrovia, Irwindale, Arcadia, Temple City & El Monte. Los Angeles 
County Department of Parks & Recreation operates the county park while Public Works 
owns and operates the lake which serves as a recharge basin.  
 
Key Issues 
• The effectiveness of storm water treatment wetlands is in question 

o Conflict with habitat 
o Very land-intensive 

• Lakes percolate through sides – bottom is silted 
• Need buy-in from environmental groups 
 
Opportunities 
• Potential enhancements to the park include: 

o Habitat restoration around the perimeter of the lake 
o Demonstrate water conservation technologies 
o Bike trail signage 
o Decorative gate 
o Trail loop 
o Improve entry 
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• The Upper San Gabriel Municipal Water District is interested in more groundwater 
capture 

• Hanson Quarry just east of park is 460 acres and has potential urban runoff clean-up 
opportunity – tie in to park lakes 

• Treatment wetland in lake (± 5 acres) is possible to treat water in lake 
• Lakes offer some treatment themselves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Eaton Wash – Water Replenishment District (WRD) to construct Metropolitan Water 

District (MWD) turn-outs ($270 / AF 
o Possibility for demonstration project 
o Timeline within 12 months 
o Pipe and valve 
o d70 AF/day 

 
2. WHITTIER NARROWS 
 
Whittier Narrows is defined by the Whittier Narrows Dam, holding back a large open 
space and recreation area between the San Gabriel River and the Rio Hondo at the 60 
Freeway. Much of the area is part of the Whittier Narrows Recreation Area run by Parks 
& Recreation, although the land is owned by the US Army Corps as floodplain. Whittier 
Narrows Nature Center is a popular school and regional destination. The Whittier 
Narrows County Golf Course is on the west bank of the Rio Hondo. 
 
Key Issues 
• Challenge to achieve balance between recharge, recreation, habitat & flood 

management issues 
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• Proposed water conservation pool by the Water Replenishment District (WRD) to 
flood habitat and recreation areas for up to 2 weeks 

• Oil company’s are out of the area now 
• WRD using 1998 ACE study as baseline 
• Money and buy-in needs to occur for conservation pool to move forward 
 
Opportunities 
• Hollywood Beautification Team (HBT) to remove Arundo north of 60 Freeway and 

golf course 
• Examine cross-section for Ele. 209 (from ACE Study) for recharge and 

habitat/recreation opportunities 
• Identify critical and non-critical habitat areas 
• Next steps for WRD/ACE project implementation 

o Agree on habitat and recreational needs 
o RMC, LA County Parks, WRD, ACE, and others 

• Alhambra wash (1,000-1,500 ft) concrete removal with 100 ft wide floodplain 
• Pico Rivera Golf Course expansion behind dam 
• Mission Creek is moving forward (RMC and Parks) 
• Lario Creek/Zone 1 Ditch habitat restoration project is also moving forward (North 

East Trees) 
• Site of original San Gabriel Mssion – historic & cultural value 
• La Fiesta property for sale 
• Investigate upcoming TMDL’s and appropriate BMP’s 
 
3. RIO HONDO SPREADING GROUNDS 
 
The Rio Hondo Spreading Grounds are almost completely in the City of Pico Rivera, with 
the exception of an “oxbow” shaped basin that straddles Bell Gardens and Downey to 
the south. There are 20 basins that cover 570 acres, owned and operated by the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Works.  
 
Key Issues 
• No habitat creation unless additional area is found 
• Upper areas more productive than lower areas 
• 3-week cycle, 2 wet, 1 dry 
• October 1 is the New Water Year 
 
Opportunities 
• Spreading grounds has great potential 

o Need to compensate for loss of recharge 
• Pico Rivera got Proposition A funds for bike path improvements 
• Parking lot at north is potential recharge area 

o 30 acres needs to be acquired 
o site is over very productive recharge area 

• “Oxbow” spreading basin to the south as potential wetlands 
o southern basins not as productive for recharge as northern ones 

• Montebello – west side, equestrian trail master plan 
• Gate upgrade 

o Potential opportunity to include trash screens 
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IV. Additional Proposal Considerations 
 
• Number of project opportunities throughout watershed 
• Involve community to beautify rivers 
• Trail access and connections 
• Golf course improvements – take advantage of facility upgrade 
• Slope stabilization and bike trail on top in Montebello 
• Phased stream restoration 
• Sediment management in upper watershed 
• Little Arcadia wash stream restoration in golf course 
• Utility easement opportunity 
• Education centers 
• Trash bars at bottom of all tributaries 
 
 
V. Conclusion & Next Steps 
 
We will report back to the entire Project Advisory Committee (PAC) at the next meeting, 
October 22, 2003. There is no follow-up meeting scheduled at this time. Communication 
will take place via email. Meeting adjourned at 12:00pm. 
 


